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PREFACE
On November 17, 2017, a Sainthood Cause for Fr. Aloysius 

Ellacuria was opened in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. As part of 

the meticulous examination of archives related to Fr. Aloysius and 

his profound impact on the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, a faded 

green binder was discovered. Within its weathered pages lay the 

invaluable minutes of the Immaculate Heart Guild, dating back to 

the mid-1950s. 

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to Fr. Rosendo Urrabazzo, CMF, 

former Provincial Superior of the USA Claretian Missionaries, whose 

generous grant made the publication of this collection of Fr. 

Aloysius's sermons possible. I also wish to express my sincere 

appreciation to Archbishop Jose Gomez of the Archdiocese of Los 

Angeles, who initiated the Cause of Sainthood for Fr. Aloysius 

Ellacuria, CMF. Additionally, I am thankful for the intervention of 

Cardinal Justin Rigali, a close friend of Father Aloysius, who 

provided his testimony during the USCCB bishops conference in 

Baltimore in November 2015, and Bishop emeritus Plácido 

Rodriguez, CMF, who shared his insights at the same USCCB 

Conference.
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The process of transcribing these talks and sermons was not 

without its challenges. The original records, though preserved, were 

not always in a format conducive to transcription and publication. 

Often, the secretaries of the guild meticulously recorded and 

transcribed reel-to-reel tape recordings from the 1950s onto carbon 

paper with a typewriter of that era. 

Contained within this modest volume of sermons by the Servant 

of God, Aloysius Ellacuria, CMF, is a collection uncovered from the 

Minutes of the Guild of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. These 

sermons were typically delivered during the monthly meetings of 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary Guilds, prayer groups founded and 

sustained under the spiritual guidance of Father Aloysius, as part of 

the lay movements established by the Claretian Missionaries. 

May these sermons serve as a testament to the enduring legacy of 

Fr. Aloysius Ellacuria, inspiring readers with his profound spiritual 

insights and unwavering commitment to the Gospel. 
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Fr. Aloysius Ellacuria, C.M.F. — Circa 1940  
Photo Courtesy of Fr. David Sereno
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INTRODUCTION
Fr. Aloysius Ellacuria, CMF, was the well known Basque Claretian 

mystic, with reputation as a miracle worker in California, especially 

in the Los Angles area, in the 1950's through the 1970's. During 

these years, even the very famous would visit him, or seek him out 

for advice, or in some cases, receive through his intercession 

miraculous cures.  

Father Aloysius always attributed  the many graces which people 

received  to the goodness of the Almighty God. Among  his 

many  "gifts", Father had the charism of reading souls, expelling 

demons, and the gift of prophesy. He became well known for his 

unique presence, as he reflected  peace and goodness. He was 

always grateful to God for many graces which God granted in 

request to his prayers on behalf of others. Gratitude to God was, for 

Father Aloysius, most important. 

Father Aloysius had an exceptional enthusiasm and love for his 

own  founder, Saint Anthony Mary Claret. He was an 

ardent  missionary for  the message of Our Lady of Fatima. He 

published in Soul Magazine an article entitled, "St. Anthony Mary 

Claret as the Perfect Forerunner of the Fatima Message.”
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He is also remembered for his prayer groups, or rosary guilds. His 

first guild,  formed in 1948, was called the  Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Guild.  In all, he formed a total of twelve guilds during his 

lifetime. In 1971 he gave instructions to the laity to form a "guild" 

to assist financially his work, the Claretian Missionaries of Perpetual 

Adoration. In 1972 this was renamed, the Missionaries of Perpetual 

Adoration. 

During the  last ten years of his life, he founded a religious 

congregation to spread the message of Fatima. He considered the 

work was  commended to him under holy  obedience by his own 

Superior General, Fr. Anthony Leghisa, CMF, in 1972. 

The sermons in this book derived from the guild meetings of the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Guild in 1954 and 1955. The focus of 

these sermons is how we can be closer to God and better dedicate 

our lives to Him. 
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OFFER YOURSELVES 
TO OUR BLESSED 

MOTHER
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY GUILD MEETING  

September 3, 1955 

Continue in a spirit of reparation for all the insults against Our 

Blessed Mother and her Divine Son. In His torments, they also 

inflicted the seven sorrows on the heart of Our Blessed Mother.  

To the children of Fatima, Our Blessed Mother told them to set 

aside these first Saturdays, recite her Rosary, and do penance in 

reparation to her heart for all the sins of mankind. You are all very 

privileged in knowing of this message of Fatima, this message of 

reparation to the Heart of the Blessed Mother for the sins of this 

world.  

You come to this place from great distances, to congregate here 

to honor, to console the Immaculate Heart, and if possible to take 

away the crown of thorns from her heart and replace it with a 

crown of roses. With your devotion, with your most loyal love, I 

CHAPTER XVI
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want you all to feel in leaps and bounds an increase of your love for 

Our Blessed Mother. She has been called to be loved by all 

mankind, but especially by the children of Our Blessed Mother, as 

St. John, St. Anthony Mary Claret, and others.  

You all, of which I think more of as time goes by, you are called 

to be true Claretians, other St. Johns of the Evangelist. Who stayed 

close to Our Blessed Mother from the moment at the Foot of the 

Cross. He was the privileged chaplain of Our Blessed Mother. He 

was the provider of Our Blessed Mother, he took the place of Jesus 

at the side of Our Blessed Mother. 

She must be to us, not just Our Lady, or under any other title — 

but OUR BLESSED MOTHER. 

“Behold thy Mother.” Christ’s invitation to love His Mother as our 

own mother. To partake of His greatest possession, after that of His 

Father in Heaven, His Blessed Mother. It is our vocation as 

Claretians, as members of the Claretian Guild, to reflect the spirit of 

the Claretians, in particular in the love of Our Blessed Mother. They 

are sons of the Heart of Mary 

You are sons and daughters of the Heart of Mary. Continue in 

your love for her, to bring others to her, by making her known to 

others. Continue in your missionary work to make others come to 
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her, to change pagan cities and bring her message and love to all — 

transforming your city back to her, that her heart may reign therein. 

This month, on the 8th, we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of 

the Blessed Mother. Her birthday is the day of days. When you are 

celebrated by a birthday salutation or gifts, this is but a faint 

manifestation of all their love for you.  

They can never repay you for what you have done for them. And 

only in heaven shall we come to realize how very much Our 

Blessed Mother has done for us. 

Keeping us Catholic, in our Faith, free from harm and accidents 

and much more in soul than in body. How she has kept our souls 

from hell. She has done so much for us! We have so much to thank 

her for. You understand, as fathers and mothers, who do so much for 

your children. So much more, imminently more, is the love in the 

Heart of Our Blessed Mother.  

On this day, the 8th, not only say “Happy Birthday” to her upon 

awaking in the morning, but also all your family sing “Happy 

Birthday” to her before her statue or picture — with extreme 

simplicity and filial devotion. We present gifts to our earthly 

mothers to show our devotion to them, an expression of a most 

genuine love for our mothers. So we must prepare a gift to present 
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to Our Blessed Mother. A gift most precious to her. The best gift we 

could present to Our Blessed Mother on a day like this is being most 

Christlike.  

Present a gift of Charity, during your entire day. 

A great example is St. John, who was schooled in the house of 

Our Blessed Mother. When he came to the end of his life, he the 

most wise of all the apostles, he the eagle penetrating heaven, gave 

a most short sermon: “Little children, Love one another!”  

He knew the hearts of Jesus and Mary better than any other. He 

knew all the secrets any man could know and he wrote the 

Apocalypse. Yet, he abridged all he had to say in these few words, 

“Little children, love one another!” 

Others, may practice patience and humility in their daily trials. 

These trials are presented or permitted by God for our good. See His 

Will in all the things of the day,  with calmness, with graciousness. 

Our Lord and the Blessed Mother will reward us with tremendous 

moral good for our families. 

September 12th is the Feast of the Holy Name of Mary. How 

many times we have pronounced this name! How many times this 
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name has been as an atomic bomb to Satan and his evil spirits!  

The pronouncing of this very name of Mary has done much, and 

it was the cause of the triumph of the Christians being freed from 

the Barbarians. We should pronounce these holy names often, 

“Jesus and Mary!”  

“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I give thee my heart and my soul. Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph, assist me in my last agony.”  

“Holy Mary, pray for us!” “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 

sinners, now and at the hour of our death.”  

Pronounce her name as a protection for your husbands and wives 

and families against the power of Satan. 

September 15th is the Feast of the Seven Sorrows. As we thank 

our earthly mothers for all the sorrows they have born for us, so 

much more should we thank the Heart of Our Blessed Mother again 

and again for all she has done for us.  

This heart, the greatest of all hearts, par excellence! 

The heart of a woman craves thanks and she the greatest of all, 

craves our thanks. She has gone all out for us in the sorrows of her 
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Divine Son. She suffered so much for me, for you. Thank her for all 

she has gone through for us. We have been so heartless. You, called 

to be next to the heart of St. John the Evangelist, cultivate a love for 

Her Immaculate Heart! 

September 24th is the Feast of Our lady of Mercy. Also known as 

the Feast of Our Lady of Ransom. She appeared to St. Peter of 

Nolasco and St, Raymond of Penafort, and also to James, King of 

Aragon.  

It was through these saints that the Order of Our Lady of Mercy 

had its beginning. Our Blessed Mother wanted to do what she could 

for these captives of the Mohammedans. So many lost their Faith 

while in captivity.  

She wanted them to be freed, and it was through her that they 

were freed. How much a soul means to Our Blessed Mother! How 

merciful she is! How she understands the Heart of Her Divine Son! 

She appreciates the value of a soul. We should often recite the 

prayer wherein we say, “Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness, 

and our hope!”  

It is not necessary that people would be under the Mohammedan 

rule now…but worse, captives of the devil through mortal sin, 

bound to hell! 
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Offer yourselves to Our Blessed Mother, to rescue souls from the 

claws of the Devil. Offer things we do, our very selves, to bring 

souls to her. Pronounce the names of Jesus and Mary often.  

“Jesus, Mary, I love you, save souls. Use all possible means to 

bring souls, to save souls. In this, all mercy will be yours. Holy 

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now, and at the hour of 

our death.” Amen. 
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WORKBOOK 
INSTRUCTIONS

—————————————————— 

INTRODUCTION: 

Welcome to the "God of Loveliness" Workbook! This workbook 

is inspired by the timeless wisdom and spiritual insights of Fr. 

Aloysius Ellacuria, CMF, as presented in his sermons and teachings 

in the book "God of Loveliness." Fr. Aloysius's profound devotion to 

God and the Blessed Virgin Mary, as well as his emphasis on 

simplicity, seeking God in every aspect of life, and embracing 

suffering with cheerfulness, serves as a guiding light for spiritual 

seekers. This workbook aims to help you delve deeper into Fr. 

Aloysius’ teachings, reflect on their relevance to your own spiritual 

journey, and apply them to cultivate a life of love, piety, and 

surrender to God's will.
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INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Begin with prayerful reflection: Before starting each section, 

take a moment to center yourself in prayer. Ask for guidance and 

inspiration from the Holy Spirit as you engage with Fr. Aloysius' 

insights and reflect on your own spiritual journey.  

2. Read the corresponding chapter from "God of Loveliness": 

Each section of this workbook corresponds to a specific theme or 

topic covered in Fr. Aloysius's sermons as outlined in "God of 

Loveliness." Begin by reading the relevant passages from the book to 

familiarize yourself with Fr. Aloysius's teachings and insights. It is 

best to read a chapter (sermon) and then complete the 

corresponding workbook chapter. Dedicate regular time slots to 

work through the workbook, allowing yourself to immerse fully in 

the experience. 

3. Reflect on the reflection questions: After reading each sermon, 

contemplate the reflection questions provided in the workbook. 

These questions are designed to help you deepen your 

understanding of Fr. Aloysius's teachings and apply them to your 

own life. Write down your responses in a notebook, allowing 

yourself to be honest and vulnerable in your reflections.  

4. Engage with the multiple-choice questions: Following your 
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reflection, proceed to the multiple-choice questions that test your 

comprehension of the key concepts discussed in the chapter. Select 

the answer that best aligns with Fr. Aloysius' inspirations and your 

own understanding of the topic.  

5. Fill in the blanks: Next, complete the fill-in-the-blank exercises 

provided in the workbook. These exercises are designed to 

encourage active recall of important quotes, principles, or teachings 

from Fr. Aloysius' sermons. Use the context provided to fill in the 

missing words or phrases, drawing from your memory and 

understanding of the text.  

6. Practice the exercises: Finally, apply Fr. Aloysius's teachings to 

your own life by completing the practical exercises included in the 

workbook. These exercises may involve journaling, prayer, acts of 

devotion, or acts of charity aimed at deepening your spiritual growth 

and connection with God and the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

7. Embrace continuous growth: Remember that spiritual growth 

is a lifelong journey, and this workbook is just one step along the 

way. Take the time to revisit your reflections, continue studying Fr. 

Aloysius' exhortations, and integrate them into your daily life.
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CONCLUSION: 
As you journey through the "God of Loveliness” Workbook, may 

you be inspired by the timeless wisdom of Fr. Aloysius Ellacuria, 

CMF and empowered to cultivate a deeper love for God, a profound 

devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and a joyful surrender to God's 

will in your life. May your spiritual journey be blessed with growth, 

grace, and an ever-deepening union with the Divine. Amen.
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OFFER YOURSELVES 
TO OUR BLESSED 

MOTHER

—————————————————— 

CHAPTER SUMMARY: 

Father Aloysius implores the faithful to cultivate deep sorrow for 

sin, aligning their hearts with that of St. Mary Magdalene and 

seeking plenary indulgence on the Feast of the Transfiguration. He 

emphasizes the importance of offering prayers and penance in 

reparation for insults against Our Blessed Mother and her Divine 

Son, echoing the message of Fatima. 

Encouraging a profound devotion to Our Blessed Mother, Father 

Aloysius reminds the faithful of their privileged status as Claretians, 

called to emulate the love and fidelity of St. John the Evangelist. He 

underscores the significance of honoring Our Blessed Mother's 

birthday and offers practical suggestions for expressing filial 

devotion, including acts of charity and simplicity. 
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Father Aloysius highlights the protective power of invoking the 

Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, urging the faithful to seek refuge in 

them against the assaults of evil. He emphasizes the Feast of the 

Seven Sorrows as an opportunity to express gratitude to Our Blessed 

Mother for her immense sacrifices on behalf of humanity. 

Reflecting on the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy, Father Aloysius 

underscores Our Blessed Mother's compassion for souls and her 

desire for their salvation. He urges the faithful to offer themselves to 

her service, striving to rescue souls from the clutches of the Devil 

through prayer and acts of mercy. 

In conclusion, Father Aloysius implores the faithful to remain 

steadfast in their devotion to Our Blessed Mother, invoking her 

intercession and spreading her message of love and mercy to all. He 

encourages them to pronounce the holy names of Jesus and Mary 

frequently, trusting in their power to bring about spiritual 

transformation and redemption. 

Offer yourselves to Our Blessed Mother, to rescue souls from the 

claws of the Devil. Offer things we do, our very selves, to bring 

souls to her. Pronounce the names of Jesus and Mary often.  

“Jesus, Mary, I love you, save souls. Use all possible means to 

bring souls, to save souls. In this, all mercy will be yours. Holy 
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Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now, and at the hour of 

our death.” Amen. 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS: 
1. What did Our Blessed Mother instruct the children of Fatima to 

do on the first Saturdays? 

A. Recite the Divine Mercy Chaplet 

B. Set aside time for fasting 

C. Recite her Rosary and do penance 

D. Attend Mass daily  

2. Which apostle is mentioned as being privileged to stay close to 

Our Blessed Mother at the Foot of the Cross? 

A. St. Peter 

B. St. James 

C. St. John 

D. St. Andrew 

3. What is the significance of the Feast of the Nativity of the 

Blessed Mother? 

A. It commemorates the birth of Jesus 

B. It celebrates the birth of Our Blessed Mother 

C. It marks the Assumption of Our Blessed Mother 

D. It honors the Annunciation to Our Blessed Mother  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4. What is the Feast of the Holy Name of Mary also known as? 

A. Feast of the Annunciation 

B. Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

C. Feast of the Assumption 

D. Feast of Our Lady of Ransom 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: 
1. Our Blessed Mother wants us to __________ and __________ her 

Heart for all the sins of mankind.  

2. September 12th is the Feast of the __________ of Mary, a day to 

honor and pronounce the holy names of Jesus and Mary.  

3. The Feast of the Seven Sorrows is observed on September 

__________. 

4. Offer yourselves to Our Blessed Mother to rescue souls from the 

claws of __________. 

EXERCISES: 
1. Research the message of Fatima and write a short essay 

explaining its significance and relevance to today's world.  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2. Reflect on a time when you offered a sacrifice or penance in 

reparation for sin. Write a journal entry about your experience 

and how it deepened your relationship with Our Blessed Mother.  

3. Create a poster or artwork honoring Our Blessed Mother and her 

role in Christian faith. Include key symbols and feast days 

mentioned in the chapter.  

4. Memorize a prayer to Our Blessed Mother, such as the Hail Mary 

or the Memorare. Write down the prayer and recite it daily for a 

week, reflecting on its meaning and significance.  

5. Volunteer at a local charity or participate in an act of service to 

honor Our Blessed Mother's example of love and compassion. 

Write about your experience and how it connects to the chapter 

themes. 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Fr. Aloysius Ellacuria, CMF, was the well known Basque Claretian mystic, 
with reputation as a miracle worker in California, especially in the Los 
Angles area, in the 1950's through the 1970's. 

Father Aloysius always attributed  the many graces which people 
received  to the goodness of the Almighty God. Among his many "gifts", 
Father had the charism of reading souls, expelling demons, and the gift of 
prophesy. He became well known for his unique presence, as he 
reflected  peace and goodness. Gratitude to God was, for Father 
Aloysius, most important. 

Father Aloysius  had an exceptional  enthusiasm and love for  his 
own  founder, Saint Anthony Mary Claret. He was an ardent missionary 
for the message of Our Lady of Fatima. He published in Soul Magazine an 
article entitled, "St. Anthony Mary Claret as the Perfect Forerunner of the 
Fatima Message." 
  
He is  also remembered for his prayer groups, or rosary guilds. His first 
guild, formed in 1948, was called the Immaculate Heart of Mary Guild. In 
all, he formed a total of twelve guilds during his lifetime. 

The sermons in this book derived from the guild meetings of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Guild in 1954 and 1955. The focus of these 
sermons is how we can be closer to God and better dedicate our lives to 
Him.

GOD OF LOVELINESS 
Father Aloysius Ellacuria, CMF
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